
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Longford on Wednesday,
27th March 2019 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan, 




Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.


IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
Councillor Mae Sexton participated in the meeting by Conference Call.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Meeting held on the 27th February 2019.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report , as circulated, was noted.

SCHEDULE OF LONGFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT WORKS  -  
REPORT CIRCULATED.

The Schedule of Longford Municipal District Works, as circulated, was considered 

by the members.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt the Schedule of Longford Municipal District Works, 

as circulated.

2019 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT 
SCHEME  -  LIST CIRCULATED.

J. McKeon briefed the members on the 2019 Community Grant Support Scheme.
Applications received under the Community Grant Support Scheme 2019 were considered 

in detail and agreed by the members  - as per attached appendix.

UPDATE ON SALT BARN AT PARK ROAD.  

J. McKeon referred to Report which was circulated to the members regarding the issue of noise from the Machinery Yard on Park Road which is adjacent to 15 local authority houses in Campbell’s Lane and 35 houses in Glebe View and also referred to complaints received from the residents concerning the noise from the Machinery Year especially at night when the salting lorries are loading.

John briefed the members on the recommendations contained in the report as follows –
1. Professional Opinion

An acoustic engineer specialising in industrial and commercial noise should be contracted to
determine the extent of the problem and to find a solution. This the most important action as it is vital to engage the services of a professional to determine what the noise levels are and how to mitigate them.
2. Controlling Activities

Sound reduction measures at the source could be introduced to mitigate the problem. Since the sound is generated in the machinery yard, an acoustic fencing barrier could be constructed to reduce noise levels.
3. Domestic sound proofing

Sound travels from the exterior to the interior of a home in two ways: through solid structural elements and through the air. Although sound energy in the form of vibrations can be deflected by solid structural elements of a home – such as walls – some of those vibrations can make it through the walls and into a home. Openings in a home, such as space around windows and doors, mail slots and vents, allow air to travel directly from the exterior to the interior of a home. Wherever air can infiltrate a home, sound can as well. 
Upgrading windows and doors could improve soundproofing in the houses but is not a complete solution as it does not block out the sound completely. The Housing Section have applied to the SEAI for funding under the Energy Efficiency Retrofit Programme 2019 to upgrade the windows and doors in the 15 houses in Campbell’s Lane, to try to improve both energy rating and sound proofing. These works are planned for this estate as a pilot scheme if funding is approved and are expected to cost approx. €6,000 per house. Longford County Council can only receive a grant of €4250 per house and the remainder would need to be subsidised by the Council. 

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was agreed that the report, as presented, be adopted and that the 35 houses in Glebe View also be included.  It was further agreed that the relocation of the Salt Barn should still be pursued. 
UPDATE ON CCTV. 

Danny Lynch, Cian McGovern and Linda Hogan attended the meeting.

Danny gave a comprehensive presentation on Longford Town C.C.T.V. System under the following headings –

· Current CCTV.

· Maintenance – eTenders.

· Future – Transmission Network Review. 

· Future – New Cameras.

Danny and J. McKeon replied to queries raised on the following issues –

· Provision of additional cameras  - J. McKeon gave clarification on source of funding for additional cameras.
· Upgrading and maintenance of existing CCTV cameras. 

Approval for an Additional Community CCTV Camera at Oakvale.

On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was

unanimously agreed to approve Data Privacy Impact Assessment – Oakvale CCTV Camera,

as circulated.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Public Lighting on Demesne Lane and Speed Ramps in Battery Court.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton  -

“That Longford Municipal District provides public lighting on Demesne Lane from the Battery Road to the entrance of Battery Court and provides speed ramps on the road in Battery Court from the entrance to the first corner.”
E. Bennett stated that Longford County Council staff can carry out the works to extend the 
public lighting on the Demesne Lane, if funding is in place and when resources are available.  Longford County Council staff would need to carry out preliminary traffic assessments to provide traffic calming measures in the Battery Court estate.     Before any traffic calming measures are installed in the Battery Court housing estate, the location of same has to be agreed with the residents.
Lighting at Midara Gardens.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock          -

“That Longford Municipal District provides extra public lighting at Midara Gardens from the entrance to the next existing light on the left hand side.”

E. Bennett stated that Longford County Council staff can carry out the works to extend the public lighting at Midara Gardens from the entrance to the next existing light on the left 

hand side if funding is in place and resources are available.
Lighting at Lamagh Estate in Newtownforbes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock            -

“That we take the required funding from the Development Levies to install public lighting at the Lamagh Estate in Newtownforbes.”
Longford County Council staff can carry out the works to extend the public lighting at Lamagh, Newtownforbes if funding is in place and resources are available.
Traffic Calming Measures – Springlawn, St. Emers and Battery Court Estates.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock -

“Carry out the preliminary traffic assessments ahead of the provision of traffic calming measures including speed tables in the Springlawn, St Emer's and Battery Court Estates.”

E. Bennett stated that Longford County Council staff can carry out preliminary traffic assessments to provide traffic calming measures in the Springlawn, St Emer's and Battery Court estates.    Before any traffic calming measures are installed in any housing estate the location of same has to be agreed with the residents.
J. McKeon referred to the many requests received from the Longford Municipal District members for traffic calming and lighting in various locations and stated that finance will be available for traffic calming and lighting under the Roads element of Development Levies funding.
CORRESPONDENCE – CIRCULATED.

Letter dated 11th March 2019 received from St. Joseph’s Care Centre regarding the 

Famine Graveyard was noted.      

CONCLUSION.
The outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Seamus Butler, spoke regarding his term as Cathaoirleach of the Muncipal District and thanked the Members of the Municipal District for all their support during his time as Cathaoirleach of the MD.    Seamus also thanked John McKeon and the support staff in the MD for their help during his term and the local media for their coverage of the Longford MD Meetings.

The Members of the Municipal District congratulated Seamus on his very successful term as Cathaoirleach of the MD.

John McKeon on his own behalf and on behalf of the MD staff congratulated Councillor Butler on his year as Cathaoirleach of the MD  and wished the members every success in the local elections.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator
Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
24th July 2019.
Signed: _______________

               Cathaoirleach.
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